The Bloody Assize
history in this vein, since, looking at the few sample docu-
ments seized by the authorities, it is clear that in Jesuit
archives there must be, unless destroyed, correspondence
showing the extent of Coleman's success in persuading his
friends to join him in the crusade against heresy. It would
be interesting to all parties if these were ever brought to
light, and after so many years the truth could harm no one.
That Godfrey was murdered because he was dangerous
to the left-wing plotters seems to me as reasonably proved
as any other Crown case reported in the State trials, I
have purposely left out of consideration the evidence given
in the case by Bedloe, though I am satisfied that it was by
no means wholly without foundation. We are only inter-
ested here in the story of the Popish Plot as a link in the
chain of circumstances which led up to the Bloody Assize.
The fact that the murder of Godfrey and the dis-
closures in Coleman's case roused the people of the country
to terror and revenge, and banded them together to per-
secute and banish the priests who had so recently swarmed
into England, put an end for the moment to any further
attack on the religion and constitution of the country* It
was, however, only a temporary set-back to the Catholic
cause. The priests still looked forward to a time when
Charles would disappear, and James would ascend the
throne as defender of the true faith, and realize the dream
of that ardent spirit, Edward Coleman, and utterly subdue
the pestilent heresy of Protestantism after the manner of
good Queen Mary.